[Neonatal leukemia. Report of seven cases (author's transl)].
No more than 150 cases of neonatal leukemia had been reported in the literature. Seven additional cases are reported herein. The incidence of neonatal leukemia has been of one in 50,000. Its incidence among the group of neonates requiring hospitalization has been of 0.075%. The seven neonates with leukemia consist of five males and two females. Two of them had an associated Down's syndrome. Abdominal distension, hepatomegaly, splenomegaly, cutaneous manifestations and purpura were the most frequent clinical findings in our patients. Severe anemia was present in only three patients. Thrombocytopenia was recognized in six of them. A high white blood cell count was present in five patients. The number of blast cells in their peripheral blood smear ranged between 16 and 100%. A remarkable myeloid dominance was observed. One patient died two hours after birth and his diagnosis was made at autopsy. Three patients were diagnosed before the age of three weeks. The three patients with myeloid leukemia were treated with DNR and Ara-C. A complete hematological remission was achieved in two of them. One patient died of a Pn. carinii pneumonia one month after the remission was induced. The remainder patient of this group had a Down's syndrome and the leukemia had been confirmed by hepatic biopsy. After two years of maintenance with Ara-C and Thioguanine he is alive and both, peripheral blood and bone marrow, remains normal. A lymphocitic leukemia was seen in only two patients. One was treated with prednisolone and VCR, and the other with prednisolone, VR and L-Asp. In both cases a good response to the chemotherapy was observed. Autopsy was performed in all patients who died but one. The pathological findings are analyzed. The low survival among patients with neonatal leukemia may be influenced by the toxic side effects of the used chemotherapy. All aspects of the medical treatment including drugs of choice and the usefullness of isolation devices are further discussed.